123.   NOTES

ONE MORE RECRUIT

The army of my sweet-hearts is daily increasing. The prin-
cess among them is, of course, Gulnar, my deputy who was to
occupy the autocratic chair in my absence as His Majesty's guest
as often as I received the invitation. But the lesser stars are too
numerous to mention. The latest recruit is Ranibala of Burdwan,
a darling perhaps 10 years old. I dare not ask her age. I was
playing with her as usual and casting furtive glances at her six
heavy gold-bangles. I gently explained to her that they were
too heavy a burden on her delicate little wrists and down went
her hand on the bangles. "Yes, yes, give up the bangles to
Mahatmaji", said her grandfather, Shyam Babu of the Servant
fame. I thought this was generosity at somebody else's expense.
"Oh, you do not know my daughter and my son-in-law. My
daughter will be glad to hear that the girl has given her bangles
to you and my son-in-law can well afford to do without them. He
is a most generous-hearted man. He helps the poor." All the
while he was speaking, he was helping Ranibala to remove the
bangles and encouraging her. I must confess I was embarrassed.
I was merely joking as I always do when I see little girls and jok-
ingly create in them a distaste for much ornamentation and a
desire to part with their jewellery for the sake of the poor. I tried
to return the bangles. But Shyam Babu cut short all such attempt
by telling me that "her mother would regard it as an ill-omen
to take back the bangles. I had made known my condition of ac-
ceptance, viz., that the girl should not ask for new gold bangles in
the place of those given to me. She might have the beautiful
snow-white conch-shell bangles if she liked. The girl and the
grandfather accepted the condition. Well, whether the gift
was a good omen for the family or not, I do not know. It proved
one for the poor and me. For, the example proved contagious and
at the ladies' meeting I addressed at Burdwan I got quite a dozen
bangles and two or three pairs of ear-rings all unasked. Needless
to say, these will be utilized for khaddar and charkha prachar1 in
Bengal. I notify to all the young girls and their parents and grand-
parents that I am open to have as many sweet-hearts as would
come to me on Ranibala's terms. They will be handsomer for

1 Propagation